








 

 

Assessment of cultural significance and national importance for scheduling purposes: Tinkers’ Heart, Argyll & Bute    
(in line with criteria for determining national importance in SHEP 2011) 
 
This assessment is undertaken on the basis of the available evidence and the potential for the monument to contribute to our understanding of 
the past. Red text = detracts from cultural significance. Green text = adds to cultural significance 
 
Characteristic Assessment 
Intrinsic 
Condition in which monument 
survives 

 The monument is a reinstated heart-shaped setting comprised of 26 quartz pebbles. In 1928 
the pebbles were removed and then reinstated during roadworks and so any archaeological 
context is likely to have been lost. A mid 20th-century photograph indicates that, previously, 
more stones may have been placed around the edge of the heart-shaped setting, but these are 
no  longer visible. The stones are now embedded in a small island of tarmac, from the period 
when they were located at the junction of two roads. The road junction has been moved and 
the monument is now surrounded by agricultural land. 

Archaeological, scientific, 
technological or other interest or 
research potential of the monument 

 The choice of stone type (quartz pebbles), the form of the stone setting (in a heart shape) 
and the location of the monument (at a route junction overlooking Loch Fyne) collectively 
indicate the interest of the site – and its potential to enhance our understanding of the 
connections between place, people and events (in this case, especially commemorative 
events).  

Apparent developmental sequence of 
monument (either long or short may 
provide insights of importance) 

 The development sequence here seems to be represented by unrelated events – the 
original character and placing of the stone setting versus the relocation of the road junction and 
the temporary removal (and relaying) of the stones. Currently, there is no known evidence for 
the original act of laying these stones, the original purpose of the stone setting or the events 
that may have taken place here. 

Original or subsequent functions of 
the monument and its parts 

 Oral history has suggested that the original purpose of the monument (to commemorate 
individuals from the traveller community who took part in Jacobite Rising of 1745) is different 
from its more recent use (as a venue for wedding celebrations among the traveller community). 
The only physical evidence for its function lies in its heart shape and its association as a place 
for traveller weddings. The site continues to attract interest and activity, as indicated by coins 
which are occasionally left at the centre of the setting.    



 

 

 

 

Contextual 
Present rarity or representativeness 
of all or any part of the monument, 
assessed against knowledge of the 
archaeology of Scotland and of the 
region in which the monument occurs 

 An interesting example of a reportedly commemorative monument, located at a once-
significant route junction and at a significant point in the local landscape (overlooking the 
upper N shore of Loch Fyne). 

 
 

Relationship of the monument to 
other monuments of the same or 
related classes or period, or to 
features or monuments in the vicinity. 
(Particularly important for monuments 
forming part of a widespread but 
varied class) 

 A rare example of a commemorative monument associated with the traveller community. 
 Paradoxically, the monument links the heritage of an essentially transient community to a 

particular place, through its use of enduring materials and reported history of repeated use of 
the site. 

 The site represents a rare tangible remnant of traveller communities in this part of Scotland and 
the events that took place at specific locations. It has no known relationship with other 
monuments of the same class or period and may be unique.  

  
Relationship of the monument and its 
parts with its wider landscape and 
setting 

 The location of the stone setting indicates that both a route junction and views over Loch 
Fyne were important in its siting here.  



 

 

 

 
 

Associative 
Historical, cultural and social 
influences that have affected the form 
and fabric of the monument, and vice 
versa 

 The significance of the heart shape is easy to understand given its traditional use as a site for 
the celebration of travelling people’s weddings (at least from the mid 19th century onwards).  

 However, the significance of the present heart shape to its suggested original use (as a 
commemorative place to remember tinkers who took part in the Jacobite Rising) remains 
unclear.  

 There is no surviving evidence linking the stone setting to the role of travellers in the 
Jacobite Rising, beyond the recorded oral tradition published by a researcher of the place of 
tinkers in Scottish history.   

Aesthetic attributes of the monument  The aesthetic attributes of the monument derive from the combination of the use of white quartz 
pebbles in a heart-shaped stone setting, but these are only visible from close proximity.  

 The aesthetic quality also relates to the views from the site across Loch Fyne.     
Significance in the national 
consciousness or to people who use 
or have used the monument, or 
descendants of such people 

 The site is well known among the traveller community and descendants and relatively well 
known locally. Publications about the traveller community in this area and Scotland more widely 
refer to the wider context of the monument. 

 The strength of feeling about this monument among the traveller community is reflected in the 
concerns expressed about the lack of wider recognition of the site.   

Associations the monument has with 
historical, traditional or artistic 
characters or events 

 The significance of this monument lies in the its traditional associations and anecdotal 
reports which tie it to nationally important historical events (of Scotland-wide significance: the 
Jacobite Rising) and weddings associated with the traveller community.  

 The basis for current evidence regarding the function and significance of the site lies primarily in 
the oral tradition of its origins and function recorded by a researcher of the place of tinkers in 
Scottish history. 



 

 

Assessment of national importance 
Criteria Assessment 
Its inherent capability or potential to make a 
significant addition to the understanding or 
appreciation of the past 

 This monument is the remains of a rare, possibly unique, example of a little known aspect of 
Scotland’s cultural heritage, reflecting events and a place associated with the activities of the traveller 
community.  

 It is an important reminder of the cultural heritage of the travelling community.      
 Although the site has been disturbed in the past, it remains a symbolic manifestation of a way of life 

which has now largely died out.   
 However, it has little inherent potential to make a significant addition to understanding of the 

past.   
Its retention of the structural, decorative or field 
characteristics of its kind to a marked degree 

 The heart-shaped setting of stones that survives is of limited (low) archaeological significance 
as the setting has been removed and re-laid, thereby losing its primary context. 

 It is unlikely that any physical evidence survives of the original date, form or function(s) of the 
stone setting. 

Its contribution, or the contribution of its class, to 
today’s landscape and/or the historic landscape 

 The stone setting’s contribution to today’s and the historic landscape is relatively limited. The 
significance of this site lies mainly in its context as a place-marker for the travelling community – at the 
junction of two routes and as a place from which to view the landscape.  

The quality and extent of any documentation or 
association that adds to the understanding of the 
monument or its context 

 There is no known historical record or documentation of the establishment of the site or its 
(possibly changing) functions.  

 The only known documentation relating to the site is very recent: the RCAHMS record (2012) and an 
online wiki entry (www.SecretScotland.org.uk).    

 Our understanding of the site is based on oral history and its reported associations with the traveller 
community.  

The diminution of the potential of a particular class or 
classes of monument to contribute to an 
understanding of the past, should the monument be 
lost or damaged 

 The remains of the stone setting and its context have been fully recorded by RCAHMS and the 
information has been deposited in the National Record (Canmore) and the local Sites and Monuments 
Record (WoSAS pin 66676). The record stands as a lasting reminder of the significance of the stone 
setting in this location.  

 The site is recognised as an important place for the traveller community, but its associative 
characteristics are of much greater significance than its intrinsic archaeological 
characteristics, not least as the stones have been disturbed and reinstated.  

 If possible, the setting should be preserved as a tangible reminder of the cultural heritage of the 
traveller community, but its loss would not significantly reduce our understanding of the past.   

Its place in the national consciousness [a factor that 
may be considered in support of other factors] 

 The site has an important place in the consciousness of the traveller community. 




